2021-2023 TRAVEL PENTICTON BOARD OF DIRECTORS NOMINATION RESULTS
“ACCOMMODATION (50 or more rooms)” – 1-year team – one seat available
Scott Roberts – Skaha Lake Motels (Beachside, Sunny Beach,
Waterfront)
Scott Roberts is the General Manager of Skaha Lake Motels, a group of 3 motels
on Skaha Lake including Waterfront Inn, Sunny Beach, and Beachside Motel.
Over the past 25 years, Scott has sat on numerous boards in the publishing and
education sectors. He has an extensive background in sales and marketing
working in diverse industries including entertainment, technology, and tourism.

Scott wins the seat by acclamation

“ACCOMMODATION (50 or more rooms)” – 2-year team – two seats available
Jessica Dolan – Ramada by Wyndham Penticton Hotel & Suites
Jessica has had the great opportunity of growing up in the tourism industry in the
Okanagan and worked in a number of hotels. After graduation from BCIT she
secured a position with Coast Hotels Corporate office in Vancouver and after
returning to Penticton became the General Manager for Ramada by Wyndham
Penticton Hotel & Suites.
Jessica is a natural leader, with experience in project management, customer
service, sales, and marketing. She is motivated and loves taking on new
challenges both within the workplace and in her personal life. Jessica is a highenergy individual who enjoys working with people on projects and thinking
outside the box. Jessica’s unique experiences, leadership skills and attention to
detail allow her to bring a great deal of value to every team.
Prior to attending BCIT, Jessica spent time travelling around South East Asia,
Australia and a majority of Europe. She fell in love with the travel industry from a
young age and is passionate about tourism and the experiences it provides.
Jessica was a volunteer member of the Tourism Penticton board from 2013 –
2016 serving as Vice-Chair and Chair of the board. She also served on the
Penticton Hospitality board in 2015 & 2016 and was the Vice-President in its final
year.

Jessica wins a seat by acclamation
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Brad Bourgeois – Days Inn & Conference Centre
Brad has been a resident of Penticton since 1992 and in that time has seen many
changes in our community. He truly believe that this is the best place to live and
work and to come and visit if you are not lucky enough to live here.
Brad has been at the Days Inn for the past 9 years where he started as the night
auditor and front desk agent as well as helping out in other departments as
needed to his current role as AGM, which he has been in for just over 2 years.
Working in the hospitality industry for almost 10 years has been rewarding and
he hopes to continue in this industry for the foreseeable future.

Brad wins a seat by acclamation

“ACCOMMODATION (less than 50 rooms)” – 1-year team – one seat available
Ayse Barluk – Black Sea Motel
Although Ayse moved back to Penticton to build and operate her restaurant
Elma, she has continued working at her family’s hospitality business on
Lakeshore Drive throughout her life, and felt it was time for her to take over the
finance and management duties for their family business - the Black Sea Motel which her parents have owned and operated for 43 years.
Ayse grew up within the "Sunset Strip" period of hospitality in Penticton for
which she has fond memories of the cooperation, camaraderie and general
higher purpose of ultimate guest experience amongst the accommodation
owners/operators. She believes a strong voice for the accommodations sector is
crucial in promoting Penticton as a complete vacation hub for tourists both
nationally and internationally.
Ayse’s educational background includes a double major in Political Science and
International Relations from UBC and completing her MA in Public Policy and
Diplomacy at the University of Kent’s Brussels campus. While studying in
Brussels, she was awarded a Schuman Traineeship at the European Parliament in
Communication Policy which opened her eyes to the importance of
communication through multi-level systems of governance and the effects of
those decisions upon citizens.
Upon returning to Canada, Ayse started her career in provincial government,
working at the Ministry of Social Development and Poverty Reduction from 2008
– 2017 initially as a case manager, and working her way up to Acting Supervisor
of the Integration and Outreach team based out of Vancouver’s downtown
Eastside.
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Her work with the most disadvantaged of our population, community partners,
local governance and federal programs earned her team a Premier’s Award in
Organizational Excellence in 2013 which led to increased awareness around the
larger issues of mental health and homelessness in our province.
Ayse’s passion for community involvement started with her undergraduate
interest in refugee and immigrant rights, and what community resources were
lacking to those newcomers to Canada. To further her learning in this area, she
became a full time volunteer with ISS of BC and Inland Refugee Society, for which
she served on the board of directors, and later continued to have a working
relationship with multi-agency partnerships through Ministry and local initiatives.
While working closely with immigrant and refugee groups, Ayse became
motivated to obtain her Immigration Consultancy diploma from UBC, specializing
in assisting refugee claim applications through the non-profit sector.
Her time is now spent learning as much as she can about regional food and
beverage trends, developing connections with local suppliers and businesses and
looking to become actively involved in the community she is lucky enough to
once again call home.

Ayse wins the seat by acclamation

“ACCOMMODATION (less than 50 rooms)” – 2-year team – two seats available
Barb Schneiderat – Tiki Shores Inn & Suites
Barb has been in the hospitality industry since 1998 at the Golden Sands Resort
as a part owner/operator and is currently working at Tiki Shores Inn & Suites as
the Operations Manager. Barb has been very involved in the tourism sector in
the City of Penticton and surrounding areas for the past 20 years and was very
instrumental is acquiring enough votes from the accommodators for the last
three contracts for the 2% hotel tax.
When not busy working, Barb volunteers with the Penticton Vees as a game day
ambassador for the past 5 years and also volunteers for the Penticton Peach
Festival and the Rib Festival.
When not working, Barb likes to read and cook for her family and friends. Barb is
a team player and will be a great addition to the board for Travel Penticton and
fully understands the time and commitment required.

Barb wins a seat by acclamation
One seat remains vacant
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“RESTAURANT & RETAIL” – one seat available
Heather Glynes – The Bench Market
Heather Glynes has been the Business Manager & Co-Owner of the Bench
Market since 2013 and is creating a sustainable, community-minded business
hub for locals & visitors alike. The Bench Market works with numerous local
farmers and a local coffee roaster to create fresh & seasonal menus. And they
proudly sponsor Penticton sports teams, donate annually to dozens of local
non-profits, display the works of Penticton-area artists, and offer niche retail
goods from Okanagan artisans.
Heather’s work experience also includes a decade of fund development, event
planning & marketing in the non-profit sector, along with experience in
Vancouver’s hospitality industry. She currently sits on the board of the
Community Foundation of the South Okanagan-Similkameen and has
volunteered with several other organizations, including BC Children’s Hospital
Foundation and Big Brothers Big Sisters.

Heather wins the seat by acclamation

“WINERY/BREWERY/DISTILLERY/AGRI TOURISM” – one seat available
Alexis Esseltine –Tin Whistle Brewing Co
Alexis Esseltine is the co-owner of Tin Whistle Brewing Co. in Penticton. Founded
in 1995, the Tin Whistle Brewing Company was the first craft brewery in the
South Okanagan. From the beginning, Tin Whistle has been dedicated to
producing great beer that represents the Okanagan region.
Prior to Tin Whistle, Alexis spent 5 years at the Vancouver Aquarium leading their
sustainability work including many collaborations with Tourism Vancouver, and
contributing as a board member on the American Association of Zoos &
Aquarium Green Scientific Advisory Group.
In her career, she has built sustainability programs that earned Canada’s
Greenest Employer Awards, has been awarded a Clean 50 Emerging Leader
Award for contributions to sustainable development and clean capitalism in
Canada, and earned a Queen Elizabeth II Diamond Jubilee Medal for her
community involvement.
Alexis has a Masters in Environmental Studies from York University and a
Bachelors of Technology from Ryerson University.

With 28 votes out of 38 Alexis wins the seat

Travel Penticton | 250-276-2170 | travelpenticton.com

